THE  PSYCHO-ANALYTIC  STUDY  OF THE  FAMILY
they can be admitted to the full privileges of maturity, they must
have killed a man—in order, probably, to work off their hostile
feelings on some third person who may serve as a substitute
for the father who was the original object of these feelings.
The hostile attitude of the older members of the community
towards the novices, which finds an outlet in the cruelties
practised at initiation, does not however spring exclusively
from sexual jealousy on the part of the elders, but also to
some extent from the disinclination which they feel to admitting
the youths—at any rate without some payment—into the
numerous secrets and privileges from which they have hitherto
excluded them, and from the general tendency to grudge the
abandonment of that superiority over the youths which they
themselves have hitherto enjoyed. The manifestation of these
feelings in some form of cruelty is most often rationalised as
a desire to prove that the novices are worthy of admission to
the privileges and responsibilities of the initiated and to ensure,
by adding to the impressiveness of the occasion, that they will
remember what they have seen and heard during the
initiation ceremonies1. Similar motives, leading to similar
manifestations, may often be observed even in highly civilised
communities, where the initiation is usually one destined to
introduce the individual not into adult life in general but into
some special class, institution or society, or into some corporate
body consisting of persons who have enjoyed some special
kind of experience or mode of life. Under this head, for
instance, come many of the time honoured customs and
ceremonies, to which boys on entering school or joining a
"gang", students on going to college, or persons joining some
professional societ}' or guild, are made to submit2.
1	Sometimes   apparently   this  procedure is very   successful.    Thus a
well  known   psychologist  has   told  me:    "On   passing  every   illumination
during the night of the Jubilee, my father, who was carrying me, smacked
me 'to make me remember the day*. I was four, and I have remembered!"
2	In many of these, as for instance the nautical practice of ducking or
"keel hauling" those who are crossing the equator for the first time, it is
possible   also   to  trace   certain  typical   symbols   of the  re-birth  phantasy.
The sexual aspects of initiation are apt to be particularly prominent
in the case of boys entering a criminal or anti-social "gang". Thus an
acute student of this subject writes to me: "I have often found that a
delinquent boy was initiated into sexual knowledge and practices on the
84

